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“Cities are constantly developing and accu-
mulating due to rapid cultural and economic
developments. I take camera in my hands
and walk around in cities. I put all the frag-
ments that I shoot, one by one, from bird’s-
eye or worm’s-eye perspectives, according
to my memories, and according to how they
correspond to maps, to create images of the
specific properties of cities.

“Moving” is a very important element in
my Diorama Map series. The series comes
into existence by me heading to some place,
encountering various subjects while moving,
and my experiences within this whole pro-
cedure. At the same time, it’s also a test to
see if I can recognize myself and the world
spreading in front of me by projecting all my
photographic activities as maps.

One unit (1 cut/ 35mm) perimage, each has
some significant figure of the city within it.
By re-structuring them once again, the cities
within memory and image are expressed.
What emerges from this procedure are never
accurate maps, but rather traces of how a sin-
gle person saw and walked around the city.
They are indications of one person’s recogni-
tion, as well as the figure of the cities as an
epitome of vital energies”, explains the phc
tographer.

Born in Hyogo prefecture, 1982. While still
studying at the Osaka University of Arts, Sohei
Nishino started to produce Diorama Map
series as expression of accumulated icons of
the cities, around the theme of memory.

In 2005 he won the Excellence Award (from
Fumio Nanjo/Director of the Mori Art
Museum) at Canon’s New Cosmos of Pho-
tography. He’s getting attention for his var-
ious solo and group shows, including at the
Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photogra-
phy, and Saatchi Gallery in London.
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